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METHOD, COMPUTER PROGRAM PRODUCT AM) DEVICE 

FOR ARRANGING COORDINATE AREAS RELATIVE 
TO EACH OTHER 

Technical Field 

The present invention relates to a method, a com- 
puter program product and a device for arranging a first 
and a second coordinate area relative to each other. 
Background to the Invention 

Various methods are available for entering informa- 
tion into a computer, or for ^'digitizing" information. 
Such methods comprise handling a keyboard, voice recog- 
nition, image scanning, use of the various forms of 
pointing devices and recently also handwriting recogni- 
tion, as is used in many PDAs (PDA - personal digital 
assistant, pocket computer) . 

The entered information can then be stored in the 
user's computer or on a server that is available via a 
computer network, in order at a later date to be edited, 
transferred to other users, published or printed out. 
With the increased spread and availability of the 
Internet, it is increasingly becoming possible to access 
electronically- stored information, irrespective of where 
the user is located. New mobile ' telephone networks make 
possible, for example, wireless access to the Internet. 
As increasing amounts of information become available in 
electronic form, and as physical information, that is 
information on paper, becomes to an increasing extent a 
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reflection of the electronic information, new needs will 
arise for being able to interact with the electronically- 
stored information. 

When entering data using any of the above methods, 
it can be desirable to link together various electroni- 
cally-available data sets, such as two electronic docu- 
ments or an electronic document and a meeting entry in 
an electronic calendar. It could also be desirable to be 
able to arrange the data sets in structures or hierar- 
chies, in order to sort them or in order to be able to 
leaf through them in a structured way using, for example, 
a web-browser. 

An object of the present invention is to provide 
a method, a computer program product and a device that 
enable a user to arrange a plurality of such documents 
or data sets in a simple way. 
Summary of the Invention 

The above object is aichieved wholly or partially by 
a method according to claim 1, a computer program product 
according to claim 16 and a device according to claim 17. 
The dependent claims indicate embodiments of the present 
invention. 

Thus the invention comprises a method for arranging 
a first and a second coordinate area relative to each 
other, which first and second coordinate areas are coded 
on a first and a second surface by a position-coding pat- 
tern, which method comprises the steps of receiving an 
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electronic representation of a continuous line that has 
been drawn over the surfaces while the position-coding 
pattern on these was recorded, and creating an asso- 
ciation between said first and second coordinate areas, 
based on a direction in which the line was drawn over 
a discontinuity in the position-coding pattern, a first 
association being created if the line was drawn in a 
first direction and a second association being created 
if the line was drawn in a second direction. By means of 
this method, associations between coordinate areas can 
be created in a way that is simple and intuitive for the 
user. The associations can then be utilized in many dif- 
ferent ways, for example for sorting or connecting data 
sets related with coordinate areas. By using the direc- 
tion in which the line was drawn, the user can control 
the direction of the association or the relationship 
between the coordinate areas. It is also possible to 
associate" additional data sets with coordinate areas 
after the association has been created. Precisely how the 
direction of the line controls the relationship between 
the coordinate areas can be determined by the software 
that utilizes or interprets the association. 

An electronic representation of a physical conti- 
nuous line can be a series of pairs of coordinates, a 
series of images, an image or some other machine -readable 
representation of a line known to those skilled in the 
art. A discontinuity can, for example, be caused by a 
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jump in the position-coding pattern by means of which the 
physical line is trans formedto electronic form. Such a 
jump can occur when the physical line is drawn across 
spatially separated subsets of the position-coding 
pattern- . 

The method described above can be applied either in 
a user device or in a data processing unit. In addition, 
it can be implemented in real time as pairs of coordi- 
nates are recorded or at a suitable time based on a 
representation of the line. 

In addition, the invention comprises a computer pro- 
gram product comprising a program for arranging a first 
and a second electronically-stored data set relative to 
each other. When executed, the program carries out the 
method according to the invention. The computer program 
product can comprise a suitable storage medium and can be 
executed either in the user device or in a data 
processing unit. 

The invention also comprises a device for arranging 
a first and a second coordinate area relative to each 
other, which first and second coordinate areas are coded 
on a first and a second surface by a position-coding pat- 
tern. The device has means for receiving an electronic 
representation of a continuous line that has been drawn 
over the surfaces while the position-coding pattern on 
these was recorded, and means for creating an association 
between said first and second coordinate areas, based on 
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a direction in which the line was drawn over a disconti- 
nuity in the position-coding pattern, a first association 
being created if the line was drawn in a first direction 
and a second association being created if the line was 
drawn in a second direction. 

The device according to the invention can be a user 
device or a data processing unit, as described below. 

The invention will be described in more detail 
below, with reference to the accompanying schematic draw- 
ings which, for the purpose of exemplification, show cur- 
rently preferred embodiments of the invention, according 
to its different aspects. 
Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 shows schematically the components of a sys- 
tem in which the present invention can be used. 

Fig. 2 shows schematically a user device which can 
be used in the system in Fig. 1. 

Pig. 3' shows schematically a position-coding pat- 
tern which can be used in connection with the system in 
Fig. 1, 

Fig. 4 shows schematically the placing of areas from 
an imaginary surface (Fig. 4a) on bases (Figs 4b, 4c, 
4d) . 

Fig. 5 shows schematically an aspect according to 
a first embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 6 shows schematically a second embodiment of 
the present invention. 
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Fig. 7 shows schematically a third embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 8 shows schematically a fourth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 9 shows schematically a fifth embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 10 shows schematically a sixth embodiment of 
the present invent ion . 

Fig. 11 shows schematically a seventh embodiment of 
the present invention. 

Fig. 12 shows a schematic flow chart according to 
a first aspect of the present invention . 

Fig. 13 shows a schematic flow chart according to 
a second aspect of the present invention. 

Fig. 14 shows a schematic diagram of the user 
device's data processing unit. 
Description of Preferred Embodiments 

P"ig, 1 show's schematically components with which thfe 
invention can be realized. These comprise two or more 
bases, alsp called ^^surfaces", 2a, 2b, which are provided 
with a position-coding pattern P, a reading pen or user 
device 1 that can record the position-coding pattern at 
the same time as graphic marks are being made on the 
base. In addition, there are one or more storage units 6 
for storing electronic representations of information on 
the bases and a data processing unit 5 for processing 
data stored by the storage unit and for communication 
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with the user device. The storage unit 6 is shown in the 
accompanying drawings as only one storage unit, but can 
of course consist of several storage units located in 
different places. In the same way, the data processing 
unit 5 can be several data processing units, with the 
same or different functions. In addition, the data pro- 
cessing unit and the storage unit can be integrated into 
one unit . 

The position-coding pattern on the surfaces can be 
recorded using the user device 1, whereby coordinates for 
positions or points on a surface can be calculated. The 
coordinates can be analyzed in the user device and/or 
sent via a communication network, as discussed below, to 
the storage unit or the data processing unit in order to 
be analyzed or stored there, or for the execution of ser- 
vices in response to the coordinates recorded based on 
the position-coding pattern. 

Fig 2 "shows a schematic example of a user device 
that is suitable for use in connection with the present 
invention- This user device 1 can be of the type describ- 
ed in Applicant's publication WO 01/26033. 

The user device 1 comprises a casing 11 which is 
approximately the same shape as a pen. In the short side 
of the casing, there is an opening 12. The short side is 
intended to abut against or to be held a short distance 
from the surface or the base on which the recording of 
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the position-coding pattern for the position determina- 
tion is to be carried out. 

The casing contains essentially an optics part, an 
electronic circuitry part and a power supply. 

The optics part comprises at least one light-emit- 
ting diode 13 for illuminating the surface which is to be 
imaged and a light-sensitive area sensor 14, for example 
a CCD or CMOS sensor, for recording a two-dimensional 
image. Optionally, the device can also contain an optical 
system, such as a mirror and/or lens system. The light - 
emitting diode can be an infrared light -emit ting diode 
and the sensor can be sensitive to infrared light. 

The power supply for the device is obtained from a 
battery 15, which is mounted in a separate compartment 
in the casing. It is also possible to provide the power 
supply via a cable from an external power source (not 
shown) . 

"The ' electronic circuitry part " contains a sighaT pro- 
cessor 16 which comprises a processor 16a with a working 
memory 16b and a program memory 16c. In addition, the 
device comprises a storage memory 16d for storing, for 
example, coordinate data. The processor 16a is program- 
med to read images from the sensor, to detect the 
position-coding pattern in the images and to decode this 
into positions in the form of pairs of coordinates, and 
to process the information thus recorded in electronic 
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form in the way that is described in greater detail 
below. 

In this embodiment, the device also comprises a pen 
point 17, by means of which ordinary pigment-based writ- 
ing can be written on the surface on which the position 
determination is to be carried out. The pen point 17 can 
be extendable and retractable so that the user can con- 
trol whether or not it is to be used. In certain applica- 
tions the device does not need to have a pen point at 
all. 

The pigment -based writing is suitably of such a 
type that it is transparent to infrared light and the 
position-coding pattern suitably absorbs infrared light. 
By using a light -emitting diode which emits infrared 
light and a sensor which is sensitive to infrared light, 
the detection of the pattern is carried out without the 
above-mentioned writing interfering with the pattern. The 
light -emilftihg diode and the s'ensor is triggered" 
synchronously by the signal processor 16, suitably at a 
fixed frequency, typically about 50-100 Hz. 

In addition, the device can comprise buttons 18, by 
means of which the device can be activated and control- 
led. It can also have a transceiver 19 for wireless 
transmission, for example using infrared light, radio 
waves or ultrasound, of information to and from the 
device. The device can also comprise a display 20 for 
displaying positions or recorded information. 
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The device can be divided between different physical 
casings, a first casing containing components which are 
required for recording images of the position- coding pat- 
tern and for transmitting these to components which are 
contained in a second casing and which carry out the 
position determination on the basis of the recorded 
image ( s ) . 

Fig. 3 shows a schematic example of a position- 
coding pattern P that can be used in connection with the 
present invention and that can be arranged, for example, 
on the bases 2a and 2b- In the other accompanying draw- 
ings, the position-coding pattern P is shown only sche- 
matically, as a surface provided with dots. 

This position-coding pattern is used to record in 
electronic form what is written on the base. Different 
types of position-coding pattern, that can be used 
for this purpose, are previously known. For example, 
US 5, 477, '012 shows" a pbsitioh-codirig pattern where each 
position is coded by a unique symbol. The position-coding 
pattern can be read off using a pen, which detects the 
position code optically, decodes this and generates pairs 
of coordinates which describe the movement of the pen 
across the surface. In WO 00/73 983 and WO 01/26032, which 
are incorporated herein by reference and are both assign- 
ed to the Applicant of the present application, another 
position-coding pattern is described, where each position 
is coded using a plurality of symbols of a simpler type 
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and where each symbol contributes to the coding of more 
than one position. In WO 00/73983, different sized dots 
are used to code ones and zeros in the position-coding 
pattern, which is binary. In WO 01/26032, four diffe- 
rent displacements of a dot from a nominal position are 
used to code four different bit pairs in the position- 
coding pattern. A certain number of dots, for example 
6*6 dots, PI, P2, codes a unique position. The position 
can be calculated from the bit values corresponding to 
the dots . 

The position-coding patterns in WO 00/73983 and 
WO 01/26032 can be detected optically using a pen that 
decodes the dots and generates a pair of coordinates for 
each set of, for example, 6*6 dots. If the position- 
coding pattern is read off while the pen is writing on 
the position-coding pattern, a sequence or series of 
pairs of coordinates is thus obtained, which sequence 
or serle's describes the movement of the pen across th.e 
position-coding pattern and thus constitutes an electro- 
nic representation of what is being written on the base. 

In the following, it is assumed that the base 2a and 
2b is provided with a position- coding pattern of the type 
that is described in, for example, WO 01/26032. 

The position-coding pattern in WO 01/26032 can code 
coordinates for a very large number of points or 
positions. These points can together be said to form an 
imaginary surface, that is a ^'virtual'' or ^^theoretical" 
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surface, which can be described using coordinates, but 
which does not actually exist in the physical sense of 
the word. Fig. 4a shows schematically such an imaginary 
surface 4, on which three areas A, B and C have been 
marked . 

The imaginary surface can be divided into smaller 
areas by pairs of coordinates that represent the limits 
of each such area being stored in, for example, a data- 
base. On the imaginary surface in Fig. 4a, the three 
areas A, B and C are delimited by pairs of coordinates 
that represent the corner points of the respective areas. 

By means of a position- coding pattern as described 
above, such coordinates can be coded in machine -readable 
form. By recording the position-coding pattern af a 
point, the coordinates of the point on the imaginary 
surface can be calculated. 

By arranging the position- coding pattern on a base 
2, for example a sheet of paper, coordinates can be coded 
on the base 2 for points on the imaginary surface 4. If 
an area on the imaginary surface is coded by a position- 
coding pattern arranged on a base, which position- coding 
pattern is reserved for precisely that base, it can be 
said that the area has been ''cut out'' from the imaginary 
surface and placed on the base 2 . This is described in 
greater detail in for example Applicant's publications WO 
01/48685, WO 01/48678 and WO 01/48591, which are 
incorporated herein by reference. The imaginary surface 
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can be divided into areas and subareas by the areas being 
specified in a database and therein linked with, for 
example, functions or owners. When an area is allocated 
to a function or an owner, it can be reserved so that it 
cannot at the same time be allocated to other functions 
or owners. A list of reserved areas can be made 
available, for example via the Internet. 

Fig. 4b shows a first example of this, where the 
areas A and B from the imaginary surface 4 in Fig. 4 have 
been ^'cut out" and arranged next to each other on a base 
2 , by the coordinate areas that code corresponding areas 
on the imaginary surface being arranged on the base. 

Fig. 4c shows how the areas A and C have been ^'cut 
out" from the imaginary surface 4 and arranged next to 
each other on a base 2, in the same way as in Fig. 4b. 

Fig. 4d shows how the cut-out areas A and C are 
arranged on different bases 2a, 2b and how the bases 
are then brought together in order that a' line can be 
drawn across the areas A and C, whereby recording of the 
position-coding pattern can be carried out using the user 
device . 

Figs 4b and 4c thus show bases each with two coordi- 
nate areas. A, B and A, C respectively. 

A function can be associated with each area. The 
coordinates, for example coordinates of two diagonally 
opposite corner points of the respective area, are then 
stored in a data base, so that, given a pair of 
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coordinates in the database, it is possible to locate the 
area to which the pair of coordinates belongs. In this 
database respective areas can then be linked with, for 
example, addresses to which data that is marked in an 
area is to be sent, applications, functions or other 
areas that are associated with or linked to the area. 

It is also possible to define in the database sub- 
scribers, license-holders or owners of areas, so that 
information that is marked in a particular area can be 
linked to or sent to a predetermined unit. An example of 
entries in such a database is shown in Table 1, 

Table 1 : Example of entries in a database containing 
n areas . 



Area 


Belongs to 


Function 


Xi,yi;X2,y2 


Company 1 


Send. to (111 . 11, 11 .1) 


X3,y3;x4,y4 


Company 2 


Send. to (222 . 22 . 22 . 2) 








Xn-l/yn-i;Xn/yn 


Company n 


Send , to (nnn . nn . nn . n) 



When, for example, a pair of coordinates in an area 
according to the second row in Table 1 is recorded by the 
user device or is received in a seirver, the data that was 
entered in the area in question or on the base in ques- 
tion can be sent to an IP address (in the example accord- 
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ing to Table 1: 111 • 11 - 11 . 1) , that belongs to Company 1, 
for further processing, 

A database as described above can be found both in 
the pen 1, for the functions that the pen 1 is to recog- 
nize directly, or in the storage unit 6 or in association 
with the data processing unit 5, for the functions that 
can be carried out from there. As coordinates that code 
the respective areas are arranged on bases, as shown in 
Figs 4b and 4c, the areas that are associated with func- 
tions or network addresses can be defined on the bases. 
When pairs of coordinates within an area are recorded by 
a user device 1, this can cause a function to be executed 
in the user device or in some unit with which the user 
device 1 communicates. 

Each area consists in the respective dimension (x,y) 
of a quantity of sequential pairs of coordinates, for 
which reason a line that was drawn and recorded within an 
area (for' example the area A+B in "Fig. 4b) using the user 
device will comprise a series of pairs of coordinates- By 
a line is meant here a graphic mark that was made by 
a user device on a base without raising the user device 
from the base. The fact that the user device has been 
raised from the base can be detected, for example, by 
the pen point of the user device being connected to a 
pressure sensor, or by the distance to the position- 
coding pattern being measured optically. 
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A line that is continuous on a physical surface can 
be interpreted in several different ways, in addition to 
as an ordinary graphic line. By physically continuous is 
meant that the line has been made with one stroke of the 
user device. The electronic representation of the line 
can, however, be continuous or discontinuous depending 
upon the position- coding pattern on the base on which the 
line was recorded. By the electronic representation of 
the line being continuous is meant that the distance on 
the imaginary surface between pairs of coordinates for 
two points recorded directly after each other is less 
than a certain predetermined distance value. A physically 
continuous line can thus be discontinuous if, when it is 
recorded in electronic form, it contains pairs of coordi- 
nates from at least two different, spatially separate 
areas of the position-coding pattern. 

If a line is thus drawn and recorded across two 
areas '(for exaifiple the areas A and C in Fig. 4c) , which 
are not adjacent to each other on the imaginary surface, 
the electronically recorded line will contain a 
discontinuity. A discontinuity can, for example, be 
detected when the distance on the imaginary surface 
between two points recorded directly after each other is 
larger than said predetermined distance value. The 
predetermined distance value can be selected depending 
upon which type of area is being recorded. An 
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electronically recorded line comprising such a 
discontinuity is in the following called a ^^hyperline'' . 

Discontinuities can arise either as a result of two 
areas of the position-coding pattern having been arrang- 
ed on the same base (Fig, 4c) or when two bases on which 
different areas of the position-coding pattern are 
arranged (Fig. 4d) are brought together so that a line 
can be drawn across them. 

The hyperline can be given a signification that 
relates to a relationship between the different areas 
across which the line is drawn. This signification can 
be to connect logically or ^^associate" the areas with 
each other, so that for example one data set associated 
with a first area is associated with a data set that 
belongs to a second area. Such an association can be 
stored in different ways in a storage unit and thereby 
utilized by applications that have access to the storage 
unit . ' 

The signification can, as discussed below, be depen- 
dent upon the direction of the drawn line, so that for 
example a note page and a business card are associated 
with each other in a way that is dependent upon the 
direction in which the line was drawn. The associations 
can be handled in the same way as the above-mentioned 
associations of areas with owners and functions, as 
described in connection with Table 1 above. This will be 
discussed in greater detail below. 
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Fig. 1 shows two bases 2a, 2b, which are wholly or 
partially provided with a position-coding pattern P. The 
bases are preferably connected to information which has 
been digitized and is stored and accessible in electronic 
form 6a, 6b. The information may be connected to the base 
2a, 2b by a user writing it down on an area that is 
provided with a position-coding pattern P, and/or by it 
being created electronically and printed on the base 2a, 
2b. The bases may also be connected to additional 
electronic information which is not written or printed 
thereon. The electronic form of the information can be 
stored as electronic documents such as .pdf (Adobe 
Acrobat®), .doc (MS Word®), . svf (standard vector format) 
or other formats, but it is also possible to store the 
information as some form of raw data such as a series of 
points, coordinates or vectors which represents 
information that was written down on the base using a 
user device." More or less processed versions of siich raw 
data, such as text files from OCR software, can also be 
stored and utilized. 

The storage can, for example, be in a personal com- 
puter, a PDA, a mobile telephone or simply in the actual 
user device. A server comprising a data processing unit 5 
and a storage unit 6 can also be used. Different electro- 
nic documents 6a, 6b can also be stored in different 
storage units 6, even though this is not shown in Fig. 1. 
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In addition, a comrmnication means 7 can be arranged 
between the user device 1 and the storage unit 6. This 
communication means 7 can, for example, be a computer, a 
mobile telephone, a mobile telephone network, a telephone 
network, a computer network or a combination of these. 
Precisely how the communication means operates is of sub- 
ordinate significance, as its function is to make pos- 
sible the transmission of data from the user device to 
the storage unit, in a way known to those skilled in the 
art. It is also possible to connect the user device 
directly to a computer network via cable, short-range 
radio link, infrared link, mobile telephone network or 
in some other suitable way. 

Optionally, the storage unit 6 can also be connected 
to a data processing unit 5, such as a personal computer 
or some other suitable device equipped with a processor . 
The data processing unit 5 can be arranged to read elec- 
tronic documents 6a, 6b stored in the storage unit and"' 
can be provided with software for analyzing the documents 
or the files, and for taking measures based on the result 
of such analyses. The data processing unit 5 can also act 
as an intermediary between the storage unit 6 and the 
communication means 7, and can also communicate directly 
with the user device 1 and other units. In this way, the 
data processing unit 5 can receive, analyze and convert 
information going to and from the user device 1. 
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Fig. 5, like Fig. 1, shows a first embodiment of the 
invention, where two bases 2a, 2b are utilized, which " 
contain information that is also stored in electronic 
form 6a, 6b in a storage unit 6 and which are provided 
with a position-coding pattern P. The information can, 
as described above, be pre -printed on the base 2a, 2b or 
written down by the user. When this was carried out is 
less important, provided that the information is stored 
and available in electronic form in the storage unit 6 . 

Figs 5-10 show a broken line that schematically 
separates the physical aspects of the invention (use of 
the user device and the base) from its logical aspects 
(processing in the data processing unit /storage unit) . 

The user now wants to create a reference 3a from a 
first document 2a to a second document 2b, so that when 
the user or some other person reads the corresponding 
first electronic document 6a via his/her computer, it 
will automatically contain a reference 3a to the ' corre-" ' 
spending second electronic document 6b. 

According to the invention, the user places both the 
bases 2a, 2b next to or overlapping each other. The user 
draws a line 3 with his user device 1 from the first base 
2a, across the transition between the bases and a little 
way onto the second base 2b. 

When the user passes the user device across the 
bases, the user device 1 records a series of pairs of 
coordinates, which corresponds to the line 3. The pairs 
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of coordinates are usually stored as raw data in a memory 
in the user device and are not sent to the storage unit/ 
data processing unit 6/5 until the user device 1 has 
recorded an area that indicates that sending is to be 
initiated. 

In the transition between the bases 2a, 2b, the user 
device 1 records, however, a discontinuity, since a 
recorded pair of coordinates does not belong to the same 
area as the preceding pair of coordinates. When the 
discontinuity is recorded, the user device 1 first 
investigates whether any one of the areas belongs to a 
predetermined function area, for example a "send" area. 
If such is the case, this function can be carried out, 
for example, sending the data that is stored in the 
storage memory 16d of the user device (Fig, 2) . If none 
of the areas is a function area, the hyper line 3 can 
instead be recorded as an association 3a, that is an 
association between the areas, as described above'. The' 
association can be stored in the storage memory of the 
user device and can comprise references to the areas 
between which the line 3 was drawn. As an alternative, 
the series of pairs of coordinates can be stored 
precisely as the other pairs of coordinates, to be 
analyzed later in the data processing unit 5, whereby 
detection of the discontinuity is carried out in the data 
processing unit. 
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When the user then marks an area that has a ^"send" 
function, the pairs of coordinates stored in the memory 
are sent, along with any associations, via the computer 
network 7 to the storage unit 6. Optionally, only data 
that is associated with the '^send" function, the surface 
in question or some recorded association can be sent. 

When the pairs of coordinates are sent to the stor- 
age unit 6, they can either be stored as they are for 
later processing, or can be processed immediately by 
the data processing unit 5- Such processing can comprise 
interpretation of recorded data by for example OCR or 
ICR. The processing can also comprise conversion to other 
storage formats, such as text document, graphics files, 
forms, spreadsheets or database entries. The processing 
can also comprise analysis and storage of recorded asso- 
ciations 3a- 

As shown in Fig. 5, the associations 3a recorded by 
the uiser device 1 can be analyzed with're-gard to v^ich 
areas the line has been drawn across. For example, a '^to'' 
area and a ^^from" area can be determined, based on the 
time sequence or order in which the coordinates were 
recorded on the respective side of the discontinuity. 

Figs 5a and 5b show how an association between two 
bases 2a and 2b can differ depending upon the direction 
in which the line 3 was drawn with the user device 1 . In 
Fig. 5a, the base 2a was recorded before the base 2b. The 
association can thus be that the electronic document 6a 
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refers to the electronic document 6b. In Fig. 5b, on the 
other hand, the base 2b was recorded before the base 2a, 
for which reason the association can be that the elec- 
tronic document 6b refers to the electronic document 6a. 

The associations can be stored in the storage unit 
6. The storage of the association 3a can be carried out 
in various ways. According to a possible embodiment, 
associations are stored in a database in the form of 
relationships between areas, as shown in Table 2 below . 
In Table 2, Area 1 can, for example, be defined as a 
''from'' area and Area 2 as a ''to" area, where the "from'' 
area can be the area that was recorded first when the 
line was drawn and the "to" area can be the area that was 
recorded last when the line was drawn. This information 
can, for example, be utilized in such a way that Area 1 
refers to Area 2 , without Area 2 necessarily referring to 
Area 1. It is, of course, also possible to invert the 
definition of "from" area and "to" area, so that Area 2 
refers to Area 1. Which area is defined as the "to" area 
and the "from" area can also be application- specif ic, 
that is can depend on the software that receives, 
utilizes and/or interprets the association. 

Table 2: Example of database of associations. 



Area 1 


Area 2 


^1 / yi ; ^2 / Y2 


X3 , ys ; X4 , y4 


xs , ys ; X6 , Ye 


X7,y7;x8/y8 
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/ yn-3 /' / Yn-2 





It is also possible to store associations in other 
forms than the sets of coordinates shown in Table 2, for 
example as document name, page number or other designa- 
tions designed for the specific areas. It is also pos- 
sible to divide the imaginary surface into subareas with, 
for example, a similar function, use or owner. In this 
way, precise pairs of coordinates do not necessarily need 
to be stated in the association database in Table 2 in 
order for an association to be able to work, but only a 
sufficiently large part of the pairs of coordinates to 
enable the area to be identified with sufficient accuracy 
for the application in question. The associations can 
also be converted to designations that refer directly to 
the electronic document:s th^at a-re as&ocia-tad, for example 
hyperlinks or search paths in a storage unit or in a com- 
puter network. The storage of the associations can be 
carried out in electronic form in a storage medium suit- 
able for the purpose. 

Fig. 6 shows a second embodiment of the present 
invention, in which a business card 3 0 and a calendar 31 
are associated with each other. As in the first embodi- 
ment, it is assumed here that the business card 3 0 and 
the calendar 31 are provided with a position- coding pat- 
tern P. Similarly, electronic equivalents 3 0a, 31a of the 
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business card and the calendar respectively are stored 
and available. 

The business card 3 0 and the calendar 31 or the 
calendar page are placed in such a way that a line 3 can 
be drawn from one to the other. The association 3a that 
is hereby created can be made to depend on the order in 
which the business card 3 0 and the calendar page 31 were 
recorded. 

If the position-coding pattern P on the business 
card 3 0 was recorded first and then the position- coding 
pattern on the calendar page 31, this can mean that the 
information on the business card 3 0 is entered onto the 
calendar 31 and/or that a meeting is arranged with the 
owner of the business card. 

If, on the other hand, the calendar page 31 is 
recorded before the business card 30, this can be inter- 
preted that a message is to be sent to the owner of the 
business caircf,* "which message can include an invitation to 
a meeting. Optionally, the time and date of the meeting 
can be determined by where the line starts or ends on the 
calendar page 31. 

Fig. 7 shows a third embodiment of the present 
invention, where a base 32 with notes is associated with 
a calendar page 31. Depending upon the direction in which 
the line 3 is drawn that associates the bases with each 
other, different effects can be achieved. 
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If, for example, the base with notes 32 is recorded 
first, this can mean that the notes are associated with a 
particular meeting or a particular calendar time. On the 
basis of this association 3a, a meeting entry in, for 
example, Microsoft Outlook® can be created or modified so 
that the notes 32a are attached to the meeting entry 31a. 

If instead the calendar page 31 is recorded first, 
this can mean that the content of this, such as notes, 
date or the like, is transferred to the notes 32a, or 
that the note page 32a is dated according to the calendar 
page 31a. It can also mean that data from the calendar 
page 31a, such as time, place and participants in a 
meeting, is transferred to the notes 32a. 

Fig. 8 shows a fourth embodiment, in which a surface 
34, for example a desktop, a refrigerator or a notice 
board, is provided with a position-coding pattern P and 
a number of bases 33 containing information are placed 
on the surface. The bases 33 are also provided with' 
position-coding patterns. By drawing hyperlines 3 from 
the respective bases 33 to the physical surface 34, elec- 
tronic equivalents of the content on the bases 33a are 
associated with an electronic version 34a of the physical 
surface 34, for example the '^Desktop'' in Windows®. 

If instead the physical surface 34 is a refrigera- 
tor, memo notes 33 that are stuck on the refrigerator 
can, for example, be associated with an electronic ver- 
sion of the refrigerator surface and can be stored there 
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for transmission to, for example, a calendar, a ""to-do" 
list, a shopping list or an electronic message. 

Fig. 9 shows a fifth embodiment of the present 
invention, in which a sequence order between a number 
of bases 3 5 is recorded. The bases are provided with a 
position-coding pattern and can be print-outs of, for 
example, pages in a book, photographs in an album or OHP 
slides for a presentation. 

The user arranges the images in the sequence order 
in which he/she wants them and then draws lines 3 between 
pairs of bases 35, or across all the bases in a single 
line. By recording the direction of the lines 3, the 
bases are associated with each other and a sequence order 
can be distinguished, after which the electronically- 
stored equivalents 3 5a of the bases can be sorted and 
displayed- 

Fig. 10 shows an extension of the embodiment that 
was described in connection with Fig. 3, where documents 
3 6 are associated with each other by means of lines 3 
that indicate references from one document 3 6 to another 
36. By recording the direction of the lines 3 that are 
drawn from document to document, it is possible to deter- 
mine how the documents 36, 36a relate to each other, so 
that a hierarchy can be created. For example, this can be 
used to create a structure of electronic documents 3 6a, 
where, using print -outs of the documents 36, references 
are created between them by placing the documents on a 
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surface and then drawing lines 3 between them in the 
order that is required. The references can advantageously 
be incorporated in the electronic documents in the form 
of hyperlinks, but they can also be stored as described 
above, in the form of database entries. It is also pos- 
sible to utilize associations to create literature refe- 
rences to other documents. 

Fig. 11 shows an embodiment of the invention in 
which notes that were written down on a base 32 and 
recorded in electronic form 32a are sent as an e-mail 
message 38, by a line 3 being drawn from the base 32 with 
the notes to a business card 3 0 that is provided with a 
position-coding pattern, and are sent to the owner of the 
business card as, for example, an e-mail or fax message. 
The e-mail message is received at a second storage unit 
37 where it may be accessed by the recipient, i.e. the 
owner of the business card. This can be made possible by 
ihfdrmafc'ion corresponding to the business card being 
stored in a storage unit 6. When the line is drawn from 
the base 32 to the business card, an association is 
created between the base 32 and the business card 30. 

By the line 3 being drawn instead from the business 
card 3 0 to the base 32 with the notes, a second function 
can be initiated, for example information from the 
business card being added to the notes. 

Fig. 12 shows a flow chart for the entry of data 
into the pen 1. When the user device is passed in a line 
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across a base in step 40, it receives image data in step 
41 in the form of a series of images that represents the 
position-coding pattern on the base. In addition, in 
step 41a, time data is received, that indicates when 
the respective images in the series were taken. The time 
resolution of the time data is matched advantageously 
to the interval between the images, for example 1/5 0 or 
1/100 of a second. In this connection, the time data can 
be related to the order in which pairs of coordinates 
are recorded, rather than the actual times at which the 
recording is carried out. The image data is analyzed in 
order to calculate, in step 41b, pairs of coordinates for 
points on the line on the basis of the position-coding 
pattern. The processing of image data and time data can 
be carried out in real time, for example so that a pair 
of coordinates is calculated for each image, as soon as 
this has been recorded. The flow chart in Fig. 12 can 
thus be interpreted in such a way that the step 41 of 
receiving image data means that an image is received and 
that the step 41b of identifying pairs of coordinates 
means calculating a pair of coordinates in the image, 
etc. The calculated pairs of coordinates form a series of 
pairs of coordinates, which can constitute an electronic 
representation of the line. Fig. 12 can, however, also be 
interpreted in such a way that a complete sequence of 
image data is received in step 41. This method can be 
utilized when the identification does not need to be 
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carried out in real time, such as in the data process- 
ing unit 5. The interpretation of Fig. 12 can thus be 
governed by whether the method is to be implemented in 
a user device 1 or in a data processing unit 5. 

In step 42, the pairs of coordinates are stored in a 
storage memory 16d, 48. The stored pairs of coordinates 
can be provided with time stamps, that give the precise 
time at which each pair of coordinates was recorded- As 
the pairs of coordinates are recorded, an analysis of 
them can be carried out, whereby discontinuities are 
detected in step 43. When a discontinuity is detected, 
this can be analyzed in order to determine in step 44 
whether the discontinuity leads to an area with a pre- 
determined function, such as for example a ""send" area. 
If such is the case, the stored pairs of coordinates 
associated with the ^^send'' function are sent in step 46 
to a storage unit/data processing unit for further pro- 
cessing! Tf" the discoritlfiuity does not "lead to a function 
area, the user device can create a flag in step 45 that 
indicates the discontinuity. Such a flag can have various 
forms and, in step 47, can advantageously be stored in 
the user device's memory 16b, 16c or in the storage 
memory 16d to be sent later to the data processing unit 5 
or the storage unit 6. The flag can in practice be inter- 
preted by the data processing unit as an association 
between the indicated coordinate areas. For example, the 
flag can contain ''from'' area and "to" area in some suit- 
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able form, or it can contain pairs of coordinates for the 
respective sides of the discontinuity and time stamps for 
the respective pairs of coordinates. It is also possible 
to store the discontinuity in step 47 in the form of a 
hyperlink or as a combination of the above. As mentioned 
above, the. step of creating a flag is not necessary, as 
the series of pairs of coordinates can be analyzed after- 
wards instead. The storage of data in the user device or 
in the storage unit 6 can advantageously be preceded by 
compression in a way known to those skilled in the art. 

Fig. 13 shows reception and processing in the data 
processing unit 5 . According to a preferred embodiment 
of the invention, in step 50 the data processing unit 
receives data from the user device in the form of series 
of pairs of coordinates or images, which represents an 
electronic version of the movement of the user device 
across the imaginary surface that is coded by the posi- 
tion-coding "pattern. In step 51, received data 52 can be 
stored in the storage unit 6 before or in conjunction 
with the data being processed by the data processing 
unit. Identifying discontinuities in step 53 can be car- 
ried out in the same way as in the user device, that is 
by analysis of the distance between pairs of coordinates 
that were recorded close to each other in time. It is, 
however, also possible to identify the discontinuities 
on the basis of information that is provided by the user 
device, such as flags, etc, which indicate discontinui- 
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ties that have already been identified by the user 
device. The analysis in step 54 of the discontinuity can 
be carried out completely in the user device, completely 
in the data processing unit or can be shared between 
them, so that a part of the analysis is carried out in 
the user device 1 and the remainder in the data process- 
ing unit 5 . 

The discontinuity is analyzed, among other things, 
with the aim of determining in step 55 whether any of the 
areas is associated with a function, for example sending 
an e-mail message or fax message. If such is the case, 
in step 56, this function is executed in a way known to 
those skilled in the art. If, on the other hand, the dis- 
continuity is not associated with a function, it can be 
assumed to be an association, whereupon association data 
58, as described above, is created in step 57 and is 
stored is a suitable storage unit 6. 

Fig. 14 shows a schematic diagram of the data pro- 
cessing structure of the user device 1, which data pro- 
cessing structure comprises a processor 16a which is 
arranged to receive input data, analyze it and generate 
output data for, for example, working memory 16b, program 
memory 16c, storage memory 16d (Fig, 2) or for 
communication with external units 5, 6 (Fig. 1) . The data 
processing structure according to a preferred embodiment 
comprises input means 21 comprising means 21a for 
receiving image data and means 21b for receiving time 
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data from a time -measurement means 24. The data that is 
received is analyzed in an analysis means 22 and is 
output by output means 23. The above-mentioned means 21, 
22, 23, 24 can consist of customer-specific integrated 
circuits adapted for the purpose (for example ASIC) or of 
some form of programmable integrated circuit (for example 
PROM, FPGA) or an ordinary processor with software. 
Al t e r na t i ve Embodiment s 

It is possible only to record pairs of coordinates 
in the user device, which pairs of coordinates are stored 
in the user device's storage memory until the user device 
records a ""send" function. When the ^^send'' function is 
recorded, the pairs of coordinates in the user device's 
memory are sent to the data processing unit /storage unit 
for further processing. Alternatively, the user device 
may operate to continuously transmit or '"stream" the 
recorded pairs of coordinates, or the recorded images of 
the posit ions -coding pattern, to the data processing 
unit/storage unit for further processing. 

If the data sets that are sent to the data pro- 
cessing unit/storage unit are grouped according to which 
area of the imaginary surface they were entered on, the 
data processing unit will not necessarily be able to find 
two consecutive pairs of coordinates which belong to dif- 
ferent coordinate areas. This can also occur if the pairs 
of coordinates are grouped side by side, on the basis of 
which base they were recorded on. 
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The data processing unit can then instead analyze 
the received coordinates and identify the lines that 
could constitute hyperlines. Examples of such are lines 
that lie at an outer edge of a coordinate area. These 
lines can then be analyzed in the way described above, 
that is with regard to the time stamps of the pairs of 
coordinates that form the line. 

It is also possible to analyze each line individual- 
ly, on the basis of the time stamp of each pair of coor- 
dinates. This can be carried out by '^following", in a 
particular coordinate area, each line from its beginning 
to its end and by also analyzing, in other coordinate 
areas, lines that lie close ' in time to the start point or 
end point of the analyzed line. 

An alternative method for identifying discontinui- 
ties is to store information in a memory regarding where 
the imaginary surface has been divided or ''cut out" , that 
is where th.e ' borders lie between the different areas. 
Using this information, lines that are recorded can be 
investigated to see whether they cross a predetermined 
border between different coordinate areas. 

Yet another way of identifying discontinuities is to 
utilize a position-coding pattern that can code 
coordinate areas or subareas directly. In this way, it is 
possible to calculate the area affiliation of a pair of 
coordinates directly from the position-coding pattern, A 
difference in the area affiliation between two pairs of 
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coordinates recorded directly after each other in time 
can thereby be an indication of a discontinuity. 

Another way of storing representations of the line 
from which associations can be derived, is in the form 
of files in image or vector format, that represent the 
series of pairs of coordinates that were recorded by the 
user device 1 when lines were drawn on a base provided 
with a position-coding pattern. Such a file can comprise 
lines that are drawn over any areas from the whole of the 
imaginary surface, or only lines that are drawn within 
certain subareas, for example subareas that are associat- 
ed with a specific base, such as a page of a document or 
the like. By the use of time data for each pair of coor- 
dinates in such a series, it is possible to scan or fol- 
low lines in such files in chronological order. By means 
of such a method, it is possible to find jumps on the 
imaginary surface between two pairs of coordinates that 
were recorded directly after each other. Alternatively, 
a series of pairs of coordinates can be analyzed in order 
to determine whether it comprises more than one coordi- 
nate area. Optionally, such a file in image or vector 
format can be used as the sole storage source for asso- 
ciations - 

It is possible to store in a database "^keys" to each 
recorded line, where the key indicates, for example, a 
start coordinate or end coordinate for each recorded 
line. By means of the keys, the file in image or vector 
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format can be scanned line by line, which can save time 
in comparison with scanning the whole file in chronolo- 
gical order. Optionally, knowledge of the approximate 
recording time or area affiliation can be used as supple- 
mentary input data. 

All the ways of storing or representing associations 
and lines can be used in the user device 1 or in the data 
processing unit/storage unit 5/6. The choice between them 
can be determined by factors such as processor capacity, 
search speed or storage capacity. 

As a further alternative, associations between docu- 
ments can be stored in or directly associated with those 
documents. An example of such storage is to provide a 
document, that refers to another document, with a hyper- 
link or the like. Such hyperlinks can be inserted where 
appropriate, for example directly in the text, in foot 
notes or in end notes/literature references. 

Another alternative is to let the association govern 
the physical storage of associated documents, so that 
each document is stored in a place in the search path 
hierarchy, which place is determined by the documents 
associated with the document . 

The invention can also be used on bases that have 
been provided with position-coding patterns, but have not 
yet been provided with information. As a result, ^^pre- 
determined associations" can be created, which associate 
areas on the imaginary surface with each other, so that 
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the information that is later written on the base or is 
associated with the respective areas in some other way, 
will be included in the association. 

The embodiments described above are to be regarded 
as examples of applications of the present invention. It 
is, of course, possible to combine the described applica- 
tions or parts thereof in a plurality of ways. In addi- 
tion, a very large number of other applications are pos- 
sible and are covered by the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for arranging a first and a second coor- 
dinate area relative to each other, which first and 

5 second coordinate areas are coded on a first and a second 
surface by a posit ion- coding pattern, which method com- 
prises the steps of 

receiving an electronic representation of a con- 
tinuous line that has been drawn over the surfaces while 
10 the position-coding pattern on these was recorded, and 
creating an association between said first and 
second coordinate areas, based on a direction in which 
the line was drawn over a discontinuity in the position- 
coding pattern, a first association being created if the 
15 line was drawn in a first direction and a second associa- 
tion being created if the line was drawn in a second 
direction. 

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
step of receiving an electronic representation comprises 

20 receiving a series of pairs of coordinates that repre- 
sents the line and that has been determined from the 
position-coding pattern. 

3- The method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, further 
comprising the step of detecting a discontinuity by 

25 comparing a distance between two pairs of coordinates 
which were recorded during a predetermined interval of 
time with a predetermined distance value , 

2002-09-06 11:39 G: \i^at\a'I\AMS\2002\2022Ci49PC {13)2002 -09-06 1020.doc 
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4. The method as claimed in claim 1 or 2, further 
comprising the step of receiving in electronic form an 
indication of a discontinuity in the position- coding 
pattern. 

5 5 , The method as claimed in any one of the preceding 

claims, in which the step of creating an association com- 
prises determining the direction of the line by comparing 
a time of recording a first pair of coordinates included 
in the line with a time of recording a second pair of 
10 coordinates included in the line, which pairs of coordi- 
nates lie on separate sides of the discontinuity. 

6. The method as claimed in claims 1-4, in which the 
step of receiving an electronic representation comprises 
receiving in electronic form an indication of the direc- 

15 tion. 

7 . The method as claimed in any one of the preceding 
claims, in which the step of creating an association com- 
prises creating- a databas-e entry compris-ing - a re-feren-ce 
to said first and second coordinate areas and an indica- 

20 tion of a direction between them. 

8 . The method as claimed in any one of the preced- 
ing claims, in which the step of receiving an electronic 
representation comprises receiving the electronic repre- 
sentation from a user device. 

25 9. The method as claimed in any one of claims 1-7, 

in which the step of receiving an electronic represen- 
tation comprises receiving an electronic representation 
from a sensor. 
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10. The method as claimed in any one of the preced- 
ing claims, in which said first and second coordinate 
areas are associated with first and second data sets 
respectively . 

5 11. The method as claimed in claim 10, in which said 

data sets comprise electronic documents. 

12, The method as claimed in claim 10 or 11, in 
which said association is a reference from one of said 
data sets to the other, 
10 13 . The method as claimed in any one of claims 

10-12, in which the step of creating an association com- 
prises creating a database entry that has a reference to 
said first and second data sets and an indication of a 
direction between them. 
15 14, The method as claimed in claim 10 or 11, in 

which the step of creating an association comprises modi- 
fying one of said data sets to comprise a reference to 
the o^ker- -of said data sets-. 

15. The method as claimed in claim 14, in which said 
2 0 reference is a hyperlink. 

16- A computer program product comprising a program 
for arranging a first and a second electronically- stored 
data set relative to each other, characterized 
in that, when executed, the program carries out the 
25 method according to any one of claims 1-15. 

17. A device for arranging a first and a second 
coordinate area relative to each other, which first and 
second coordinate areas are coded on a first and a second 
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surface by a position- coding pattern, character- 
ized by 

means for receiving an electronic representation of 
a continuous line that has been drawn over the surfaces 
5 while the position- coding pattern on these was recorded, 
and 

means for creating an association between said 
first and second coordinate areas, based on a direction 
in which the line was drawn over a discontinuity in the 
10 position-coding pattern, with a first association being 
created if the line was drawn in a first direction and a 
second association being created if the line was drawn in 
a second direction. 

18. The device as claimed in claim 17, c h a r - 
15 acterized by a sensor for reading off the posi- 
tion-coding pattern on said surface. 

19. The device as claimed in claim 17 or 18, 
char-a-cteri zed in that the device is a user 
device which is configured for digitizing handwriting. 

20 20. The device as claimed in to claim 17, char- 

acterized by means for communication with a user 
device . 
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